APhA Legislative and Regulatory Update
President Signs Extension of Medicaid FMAP Funding for States 
On August 10, President Obama signed into law the Education and Medicaid Funding For States (H.R. 1586), which provides $16.1 billion to extend Medicaid aid to states and $10 billion in funding to states for education-related jobs. Increased Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAP) funding for states was originally part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (P.L. 111-5). The new law would extend this increased federal funding, which was scheduled to expire at the end of 2010, for an additional 6 months (through June 30, 2011). Many states were concerned that without the aid, it would be necessary to cut their State's Medicaid program, which could potentially lead to cuts to the pharmacy program. 

