SAVE LIVES AND HEALTH CARE DOLLARS
SUPPORT EXPANDED MEDICATION THERAPY MANAGEMENT
 
 
Dear Colleague:
 
Please join us in support of the Medication Therapy Management (MTM) Expanded Benefits Act of 2010 (S. 3543).
 
A recent analysis conducted by the New England Healthcare Institute estimates that the overall cost of incorrect use of medication is as much as $290 billion per year.  According to a recent article published in the New England Journal of Medicine, over $100 billion is spent annually on avoidable hospitalizations because patients do not take their medications correctly.   
 
Not only does nonadherence to medication regimes cost our system billions of dollars, it also affects the quality of life for seniors and may lead to early death.  The elderly typically take many more prescription medicines than the general population and therefore are at greater risk for problems associated with improper use of medications.   The New England Journal of Medicine found that better adherence to antihypertensive treatment alone could prevent 89,000 premature deaths in the U.S. annually. 
 
With as much as one half of all patients in the U.S. not following their doctors’ orders regarding their medications, medication therapy management could help eliminate some of the wasted health care costs in our system.  
 
The MTM Expanded Benefits Act would expand MTM eligibility to seniors with any chronic condition that accounts for high spending in our health care system, such as heart failure and diabetes.  Currently, only 12.9 percent of Part D beneficiaries are eligible under the MTM criteria requiring multiple chronic conditions.  The bill also ensures access to MTM for seniors at a pharmacy or with a qualified health care provider of their choice.  To ensure pharmacists and health care providers are able to provide MTM to seniors, this bill ensures they are appropriately reimbursed for their time and service.  Finally, this bill would establish standards for data collection to evaluate and improve the Part D MTM benefit.
 
The value of MTM is widely known and discussed.  Expansion of MTM to more seniors will no doubt improve their overall health, while at the same time reducing waste in our health care system. 
 
We urge you to join us in cosponsoring this important bill.  For more information or to be a cosponsor, please contact Michelle Adams at michelle_adams@hagan.senate.gov.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
Kay R. Hagan                                                                           Al Franken
United States Senator                                                             United States Senator
 
 

