Planning for Iowa Pharmacy Week

Iowa Pharmacy Week (IPW) is always held the 3rd week in October.  IPW is a time to be creative in your practice setting - planning events to promote pharmacists as medication experts and encouraging patients to utilize pharmacists’ services.  
1. Plan an event at your site during Iowa Pharmacy Week (start a new service, hold a promotion on certain products, conduct health screenings). 
2. Inform the media of your event ahead of time.  Put fliers in grocery stores, libraries, local restaurants, and newspapers.
3. Make an Iowa Pharmacy Week banner and decorate the pharmacy. Provide cookies or a snack to patients during the week to announce the celebration. 
4. Change your usual phone answering message to include, “Its Iowa Pharmacy Week!”
5. Hold a brown bag event to encourage patients to bring in all their medications and be consulted by a pharmacist.
6. Visit a local elementary school or invite the class to your pharmacy to learn about the role of a pharmacist.  Provide stickers, pencils, or other child friendly products to help them remember the visit.
7. Hold an event in the community such as an immunization clinic or health fair.
8. If you work in a hospital or clinic, invite all employees to visit the pharmacy. Demonstrate daily activities to give an idea of how the pharmacy operates.  
9. Host a public medication information call in day. Invite patients to call in and get answers to all their drug related concerns. 
10. Put an editorial in the local newspaper addressing Iowa Pharmacy Week raising awareness of what a pharmacist does.
11. Run an article in your local newspaper spotlighting one of your pharmacists.
12. Remember to take lots of pictures to advertise for next year!
**Information was adapted from the APhA website.  For more information and planning ideas please visit this link. 
