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Current Iowa Drug Product Selection Law

· Permits pharmacists to select a generic drug product in place of a brand drug product as long as the generic drug product meets rigorous equivalency testing and receives FDA’s A/B rating

· Pharmacists must tell t
· heir patient if a generic drug product has been selected 
· Drug product selection must be made in the economic interest of the patient

· Medicaid requires pharmacists to select a drug product of lesser cost of the same generic name as the product prescribed for the patient and also has an FDA A/B rating

· Pharmacists may not exercise drug product selection if:

· The prescriber indicates that no product selection (“DAW” – Dispense as Written); or
· The patient presenting the prescription indicates they only want the drug product (often a brand name drug product) prescribed

· During the past five years the Iowa Board of Pharmacy has not received any complaints involving pharmacists and inappropriately selecting antiepileptic drug products
National Epilepsy Foundation challenges Iowa’s Drug Product Selection Law 
· Nationwide the National Epilepsy Foundation wants to impose limits on the ability of pharmacists to exercise drug product selection for antiepileptic medications
· Bills have been introduced in more than 30 states and have been rejected for three reasons:

· Lack of scientific evidence to indicate a need for change in current law and the FDA urges states to reject efforts to change drug product selection laws
· Significant cost issues for both private and public health benefit plans

· Potential delays in treatment for patients who wish to utilize generic drug products
Factors Questioning the Rationale for Changing the Current Drug Product Selection Law

· Antiepileptic medications are prescribed for a variety of medical conditions and the pharmacist would need to question the patient about which medical condition the antiepileptic medication has been prescribed for to determine if the medication is being used to treat epilepsy and possibly cause the patient to feel uncomfortable

· Vast majority of patients who utilize antiepileptic medications have no problems with the generic version

· “Informed consent” from the physician would postpone drug therapy

· Pharmacists would need to stock multiple versions of generic drug products, which would be expensive and unrealistic should the current law be changed
· Changes in the supply of generic drug products from manufacturers 

Iowa Pharmacy Association urges you to…

· Reject unnecessary challenges or changes to the current drug product selection law

· Recognize that physicians, pharmacists and patients across the state of Iowa work together on a daily basis in selecting generically equivalent drug products

